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troops in large numbers; and his services were
invaluable, not only in leading, but in the training of
other commanders. But as a whole the National
Army was without men who had been trained in staff
work. Private soldiers and non-commissioned officers
in large numbers, and some subalterns, were taken into
the service, and were naturally of high value. But
the army was left without a technical side, and had
to make its own experience. Had the same plan
been adopted in all departments of State, the results
would have been chaotic.
An army so managed is more than commonly costly,
and the necessities of the situation raised it to over
fifty thousand men. In proportion to population
this is equivalent to an army of half a million for
Great Britain ; but in proportion to the relative taxable
capacity—the ratio being forty to one—it is equivalent
to one of two millions. It had to be rapidly reduced
as soon as actual fighting ended : and by the spring of
1924 it stood at a little over 20,000.
At present 'this force is clearly maintained as an
insurance against renewed civil war, the Republican
party avowing their determination to retain their
arms and to begin the struggle again if occasion offers.
Apart from this it is not clear what is the army's
purpose, nor with what contingencies in view its
training is to be directed. It has some half-dozen
aeroplanes and four field guns. It is a professional
army, well provided with non-commissioned officers,
but having no efficient technical chiefs. No proposal
has been made to form a national militia on the Swiss
model, which might make the permanent retention of
20,000 men under arms a reality: and it is doubtful
if in the present temper of Ireland such a proposal
would be adopted with public sanction. As it is, the
army is a support to the civil power which remains
threatened from within: but if this menace were
withdrawn, or ceased to have reality, it would become
merely an expensive piece of symbolism,
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